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� A handsome symbol, the multi-media library is 

one of the first buildings to go up in the new town 
centre of Saint-Jacques-de-la-Lande, to the south of 
Rennes. 
White 1980s and 1990s have accustomed us 
to the multi-media library as an urban 
constituent, 
open to the town, in Saint-Jacquesde-la-Lande 
everything is different. More than just a new 
neighbourhood, it is a new town, built amidst fields, 
according to precise specifications, in order to tie 
together the threads 
of a disparate urban fabric, united by over-
autonomous entities in order to create a new 
order. 
At the intersection of two main roads, Rue Camille 
Claude/ and Rue André Malraux, the mufti-media 
library is at the hub of the urban plan, built at the 
same time as the housing, nursery school and 
supermarket, but before the town hall. Dedicated to 
culture, the library fully assumes its public 
dimension, 
its strategic position, its necessity to be exemplary 
in view of the specifications, al/ this white 
proposing stirring architectural solutions for those 
that like the palace of reading and culture it offers. 
lts weaves links with the towns. Outline, 
proportions, white concrete, horizontal prolongation, 
the compound rhythm, are al/ taken up from the 
surrounding buildings. At the same time, it 
cultivates its differences, its compactness, universel 

geometry, and sun-break striated 
elevations, whose constructive logic states 
its deep identity, defined by specific 
structural choices. 
The load-bearing east and north-south 
elevations are composed of vertical 
prefabricated pi/asters, their number 
changing according to the elevation and 
linked by horizontal cornices to which are 
added, according 
to the orientation, a series of bands of 
sunbreaks. Behind this filtering 
arrangement, the storeys are glazed to 
their full height. 
On the interior, the structure constructs the 
open plan and responds to librarians'usual 
demands for flexibility. The bulk of the 
building rests on five, rectangular piles 
around its edge. Floors and walls are made 
of white concrete shuttering floor slabs that 
form a composite construction. In the 
public parts, the very generous, wooden 
service ducts carry al/ the services, 
including computer cabling, leaving the 
other mater/ais free to display their 
untreated hues, their severity or their 
softness: slate underfoot on the ground 
floor, white concrete, mahogany and maple. 
ln the same spirit of order and 
rationality, the library is split over
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